Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning, Public Notice No. 2015-0128

Announcement of Second-Round Korea Research Fellowship of 2015


[bookmark: _GoBack]Projects are now being solicited for the second-round of the Korea Research Fellowship (KRF) of 2015, a program aimed at helping overseas post-doc researchers produce outstanding achievements and pursue mutual growth in South Korea. Interested applicants are requested to file an application in accordance with the relevant procedures. 
 

July 1, 2015
Choi Yanghee, Minister of Science, ICT and Future Planning 
Chung Min Keun, President of the National Research Foundation of Korea
 

1. Objective

 ○ To establish a support system to help overseas post-doc researchers with good career potential stay in South Korea long-term, to produce outstanding achievements and reinforce South Korea’s research capacity

2. Program Overview

 A. Eligibility: Overseas post-doc researchers who have obtained their doctoral degree within the past five years 

 B. Area: All fields in science and technology

 C. Period of support: Up to five years

 D. Details of support: Up to KRW 70 million per annum (personnel expenses, living expenses, etc. for post-doc researchers)
3. Quota and Qualifications

 A. Quota for the second round of 2015: Around 40 researchers

    ※ The quota for successful applicants may vary, depending on the number of applicants and the selection evaluation results.

 B. Qualifications 

   - Managing institutions: Government-supported research institutes, national and public research institutes, universities and university-affiliated research institutes, corporate research institutes*

     * Corporate research institutes are those established as SMEs and venture businesses under Article 14 (1) of the Basic Research Promotion and Technology Development Support Act and Article 16 (1) of the Enforcement Decree of the same Act 
 
   - Overseas post-doc researchers

     ⓛ Foreign-national researchers who have obtained their doctoral degree within the past five years (as of July 1, 2015)

     ② Korean-national researchers residing overseas who have obtained their doctoral degree (from a non-Korean university) within the past five years (as of July 1, 2015)
4. Application Methods and Required Documents

 A. Application period: July 1, 2015 to August 17, 2015 (5 p.m.)

 B. Application methods

   - Managing institutions should discover outstanding overseas post-doc researchers and file an application.

 C. Application submission: Online submission via the research support system of the National Research Foundation of Korea (http://ernd.nrf.re.kr)

   ※ Applications will be accepted only for projects that obtain approval from the relevant managing research institute within the application period.

 D. Required documents: Refer to the list of required documents (Note 1) and the forms in the Appendix

 E. Contact

   - Program inquiry: NRF Academic Infrastructure Support Team (Tel: 042-869-6390, 6415)
   - Online submission inquiry: NRF research support system (Tel: 1544-6118, Help Desk)


5. Procedures and Items for Selection Evaluation 

 A. Evaluation procedures
   
	Reviewing requirements
	➡
	Selection evaluation
	➡
	Final selection

	Screening qualifications
	
	 (1) Document examination
 (2) Presentation
 ※ On-site inspection, if necessary
	
	Announcement on selection results

	NRF
	
	Selection Evaluation Committee
	
	Operating Committee




 ※ A presentation (interview) will be scheduled for senior researchers and post-doc researchers

 B. Items for selection evaluation
	∙ Research plans and necessity of support 
∙ Post-doc researchers’ capacity, potential, and willingness to participate in the program
∙ Plans for supporting the growth (settlement) of post-doc researchers; infrastructure of inviting institutions
∙ Suitability of project objectives and appropriateness of research grants




6. Schedule

	Schedule
	Details

	 Jul. 1, 2015
	 Announcement of the second-round KRF program of 2015

	 Aug. 17, 2015
	 Application closed

	 Aug.-Sep. 2015
	 Selection evaluation (document, presentation)

	 End of Sep. 2015
	 Final selection





7. Restrictions to Application or Participation  

 A. Post-doc researchers are required to enter the Republic of Korea and commence research within three months from the date of final selection.

 B. Researchers subject to restrictions for participation in national R&D projects are allowed to apply and participate only if the period of such restriction terminates before the deadline for application submission.

 C. This program is excluded from the projects subject to the restrictions (the number of R&D projects that can be simultaneously conducted by a researcher shall not exceed five, among which the number of R&D projects that can be simultaneously conducted as a senior researcher shall not exceed three) referred to in Article 32 of the Regulations on Management, etc. of National Research and Development Projects. 

Appendix 1. One copy of KRF application form
         2. One copy of KRF brochure


[Note 1] 

< List of Required Documents>
	No.
	Title of Forms
	Condition

	1
	Program application
	Mandatory

	2
	Agreement to personal information utilization
	

	3
	Cover letter and project plans of overseas post-doc researcher
 ※ Post-doc researchers are required to fill out the forms by themselves and submit by including them in the relevant field in “II. Overseas Post-doc Researcher” of project plans.
	

	4
	Resume of post-doc researcher
	

	5
	Latest degree certificate and career (employment) certificate of post-doc researcher
	

	6
	Letter of reference for overseas post-doc researcher
	

	7
	Managing research institute’s confirmation to provide support
	

	8
	Other certificates
(language-related certificates, report cards, etc.)
	If applicable

	9
	Evidential document for corporate research institute
	




 
※ Any false information in documents submitted may lead to cancellation of selection even after the final evaluation. 

